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I use a thematic aperocach tc meet the educational neeas of
stugents. [ teacn most subJjects through the poay of
<now.ecge we are currently stuaying. An example of this
process 1S teacnh.ng reading comprehension strategies through
articlies apout Architectur

The Class Directory was the first pupblication of the vyear.
It invoivea students in the interviewing and writing
process. We celeprated at an Authors’ Tea with classmates,
teacners, anda parents.

Stugents acevelopec :their interpersonal effectiveness and
leagersnip ski.ls oy studying the dynamics cf making new
frienas. They ro.e played, ceveloped a poster to publicize
érienasnip techniques, and presented their learning to other
c.asses .n the scnooci.

The first contract of the year was a Newspaper contract to
review tne pasics of newspaper organizaticn and writing.
Newspapers were usea for current events and reading
comprenension activities. Students buil: on this experience
when they wrote, edited, and assempled tne opticnal
newspaper, THE EAGLE OPTION.

Stugents seif-seiected ficticn pooks to read. These DoOCKkS
were sharecd through a reaading contract that involvea
stugents in oral presentations, writings, and pbulletin boara
exnipits.

One of several cross-age pro ects was the Little Xlaao
sgr:rac: =~ wnicn students choose EVERYBOIY BOCKS o shzare
with tne first. second grade c.ass. They pcactlilced
expressive reading techniques, guestion asking skiiis,"and
sensitivity to younger students’ needs.

The Energy Kit gave students ample opportunities to
experiment with energy conversions, create a nomemace
pattery, aiscuss the energy crisis, learn apout alternative
energy. and consicder future energy options as Alaskans.

In Octoper we star:ec a study of Architecture. Contract
work. fieia trips. ana ciassroom demonstrations provigead a
paiance petween oCOOx learning and hands on experiences.
Some h:ghlignts of tne unit included a tour of the PAC with
one cf tne architects who cesigned the puilding. Stucents
constructed ouiiaings ana bridges as wel! as creating plan



arawings and solving pasic design prociems. These
activities providea stugents with ways tc apply what they
learnea about architecture. Students learned apout
Oiueprints ana visited an active construction site. They
wiil visit the site again at midcompietion and at
compietion. tudents researched famous stiructures andq
workea witn an artist to create a murai depicting the
anc.:ent. Tmodern, ana naturai woncers of the worid.

Current events is part of our ongoing curriculum. Stugents
were given the opporiunizy to discuss Alaska's future with
WO e:ieclec representatives of the state :egis.ature. This
week wWe wWi.. pe examining the roie 0of governor ana :the
.eg:s.ature in A.asxka.

Stugents are reaaing realistic fiction pooks and working on
a reajistic reaaing contracet.

Stugents are iearning to do word processing on the program,
CHILDREN'S PRESS. Each week sStuden:s work in the computer
1ap for an nour.

In the secona gquarter students wiil study The Voyage of the
Mimi. Human Growtn ana Deveiopment, Poetry. and Geographic
Awareness.

Stugents receive qaiiy math instruction. At the Sth grade
ieve]l the emphasis is con fluency in the zasic skills anc
group ana partner analysis of errors.

Sth grace math concepts covered this quarter

-place value

-aga.ing

-suptracting

-regrouping

-propliem solving
-estimating

-averages

-muitipies
-muitiplication
-muitiplication patterns
-muitiplying greater numpers
-division

-aivision patterns
-gividing greater numpers
-zeros in the guotient

TimeQ tes:is are given week.y to assess the fiuency 2f pasic
facts.

Stugents are worx<ing toward mastery of adaition,
suptraction, muitipiication, and division facts. Mastery is
demcnstrated oy getting all facts correct (3 times) on each
test.
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