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Anchorage School District Non Discrimination Statement

It is the policy of the Anchorage School District to provide equal edu
cational and employment opportunities, and to provide services and
benefits to all students and employees without regard to race, color,
religion, disability, national origin, gender, marital status, change in
marital status, pregnancy, parenthood or other prohibitions.

This policy of the Anchorage School District is consistent with nu
merous laws, regulations, and executive orders enforced by various
federal, state, and municipal agencies, including but not limited to
Executive Order 11246, Title 41, part 601, 60-2, 60-3, 60-20, Title
V1 and VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, and Title IX of the Education
Amendments Act of 1972. Inquiries or complaints may be addressed
to the School District Equal Employment Opportunity Office, the
Alaska State Commission for Human Rights, the Anchorage Equal
Rights Commission, or the Director of the Office for Civil Rights, the
Department of Education or the Department of Health and Human
Services.

History Of Chugach Optional

In September, 1973, Chugach Optional was started as
an open concept pilot program through the efforts of a group
of parents who recognized the need for an alternative learn-
ing environment. They wanted a strong school community
that included parents, teachers, and students. Together with
a group of teachers, these parents spent much of that sum-
mer planning and setting up classrooms designed to accom-
modate multi-age grouping and flexible learning situations.

~ Philosoph

Our philosophy is based on the following beliefs and assump-
tions:

« children are naturally curious, want to learn, and can
learn;

« instruction should be child-centered, that is, respon-
sive to the special interests and aptitudes of each
child;

« the learning environment should nurture growth of
the whole child, emphasizing physical, emotional, and
academic development;

* the joy of learning lies in meeting challenges, discov-
ering new territory and gaining knowledge through
experience;

+ children who share responsibility for their own learn-
ing and are encouraged to think independently will
grow into self-directed responsible adults.

Optimal growth takes place in an environment where:
e structure and order are used as tools fostering the
growth of children;
 children are responsible for directing at least some
aspects of their learning. This level of self-direction
varies from child to child, depending on how much
responsibility the child has learned to assume;
« individual differences are respected;
« students are encouraged to solve problems;
« all opinions are valued;
there is an emphasis on cooperation;
there is a diverse learning community which includes
students with a wide range of learning styles, cultural
backgrounds, and ethnicity.
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Social Responsibility

While recognizing the importance of concepts, know-
ledge. Learning together involves honesty, trust, acceptance,
responsibility and self-discipline on the part of everyone. and
skills, these alone do not make an educated person. We focus
on the development of positive attitudes towards people, the
environment and learning. At Chugach, children and adults
work together, listening to each other and demonstrating
that they value what is said. The open physical design of the
school fosters a sense of interdependence and connectedness
encouraging a sense of social responsibility.

There are two basic guidelines for behavior at Chugach:

1. Respect - Students and teachers have respect for their
own and other’s physical and emotional well-being,
ideas, work, and property. We expect courteous be-
havior between everyone, students and adults.

>. Cooperation - Teachers and students help each other
when working and playing.

The emphasis is on helping children take responsibil-
ity for their own behavior.
Teachers, acting as facilita-
tors, encourage children to
work out their own solu-
tions to problems, either
individually or in groups.
While this is demanding and
at times frustrating, itis
more beneficial for children
to realize they are capable
of working out their own
solutions. Problems involv-
ing several children or the whole school are discussed during
family group meetings, during the day or in assemblies.

Teachers, students, and other adults are on a first
name basis. Children learn to respect other people for the at-
titudes, capabilities and knowledge they demonstrate, rather
than on the basis of a name or title. Children learn respect
when they, in turn, are treated respectfully.

“The role of teachers is to teach children how to learn,
the role of parents is to teach children how to work™.
—Mel Levine

The emphasis at Chugach is on cooperation. Competi-
tion is generally deemphasized. At times students may choose
to participate in schoolwide or ASD sponsored competitions,
either individually or as teams. During these events, fair play
and good sportsmanship, as well as academic excellence, are
emphasized.

parents and community members at Chugach of-
fer many enriching activities. These include various mini-
courses, guest speakers or instructors, field trips, assemblies,
sports, fine arts and community service projects.
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Educational Technology Integration

The Chugach community embraces the need for differ-
entiating curriculum based on students’ skills, readiness, and
interest. We work to meet this challenge for all learners.
Educational technology is an excellent tool to help us ac-
commodate the diverse needs of our students. The applica-
tions of educational technology vary from age group to age
group based on appropriate developmental readiness.

We aspire to create a classroom in which children have
the freedom to engage in their own inquiries and actively

participate in the conversion of information into knowledge.

*In revisiting Dewey’s progressive philosophy today, it's
clear that new technologies have tremendous potential to
support [discovery learning]* —Gordon, pp. 16. Chugach has
been developing concept-based integrated units of study for
over3o years. It is a natural fit and essential development
to include the integration of educational technology into
our units of study.

We live in a media-saturated society. The media have a
huge impact on our lives, affecting everything from how we
dress and what we eat to how we vote, and even to what
we believe about who we are. Our students learn to analyze,
interpret, evaluate and create media messages.

Teacher Specialists at Chugach

All students participate in Art, Music, and Physical Edu-
cation classes provided by specialists. These teachers work
to integrate their content into the Chugach curriculum
through collaboration with classroom teachers. For exam-
ple, when classes focus on Alaska Studies, the physical edu-
cation teacher may teach Native games and the art teacher
may teach Native mask-making, and the Music teacher may
teach Native drumming.

designing a castle that
they will build. They re-
search life in the Middle
Ages and write about
life in their castle, Stu-
dents study technologi-
cal advances such as the
development of siege
machines. Students
study dress, recreation
and crafts during the
Middle Ages as they
prepare for their Middle
Ages Fair.

While memoriza-
tion of some facts is
necessary, this is most
effective when preceded
by an understanding of
the ideas underlying the
concepts. For example,
before memorizing multiplication facts, students develop a
solid understanding of the concept of multiplication. They
demonstrate their understanding using diagrams and manip-
ulative materials like blocks, and reinforce it through in-class
explanations to their peers. Basic skills become tools rather
than ends in themselves, encouraging learning experiences
that require critical and creative thinking.

We value a process of inquiry, so we provide experiences
requiring students to pose questions, analyze them and arrive
at their own solutions. Children learn through self-discovery
and individual exploration. Learning becomes more meaning-
ful and children become more creative and inventive when
they discover, rather than merely absorb, knowledge.

Students learn through interaction with others. At
Chugach, children of different ages work together, helping
each other learn, much like in a family. Therefore, classes at
Chugach are known as “Family Groups". Except at kindergar-
ten, family groups combine grade levels (1-2, 3-4, and 5-6) to
include diverse learners as well as create continuity by work-
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« student projects, e.g. building a castle demonstrates
ability to research information, learn new vocabulary,
make decisions about materials to use, plan, create,
and execute a design, and manage time;

« student self-evaluations, both in the form of
checklists and narratives;

« reading logs showing understanding of written
material;

« anecdotal records of teacher observations;

« student interviews which allow insights to the
student’s thinking process;

« diagnostic testing;
« ASD mandated standardized testing.

This information can be reviewed by the parents any
time throughout the year and is part of an ongoing conver-
sation between parents and teachers. There are no formal
report cards or letter grades at Chugach.

~ The Chugach Library
P AT T e ST PR e DM T
The library at Chugach is an extension of the classroom.
The librarian collaborates with teachers to provide the neces-
sary skills and resources to explore topics currently studied in
the classroom, and encourages students and families to use
its space and resources both independently and in groups.

Formal library instruction includes how to research and
evaluate information, use library resources, explore different
genres of literature and think critically about books.

The librarian also meets with individual students and
small groups for book discussions, plans literary events and
coordinates guest speakers. Student work is displayed in the
library for the entire community to enjoy. Through these

Assessing and Monitoring
Student Progress

The best measure of a student’s work is the student’s
work. Children are constantly encouraged to evaluate and
improve their own work and to compare their present
performance against that from the past. They have many
opportunities to share work with the group, so the children
are aware of what other students are doing. This gives them
an opportunity to share their strengths and learn from one
another.

Since learning is best assessed by teacher and student
over time and in relation to the student’s actual work, teach-
ers, and in some areas students, keep ongoing records to
monitor and assess progress. This can take many different
shapes and may vary with individual abilities and growth of
the students:

« student-led conferences, held at least twice a year to
share a portfolio of work that is representative of the
student’s growth and development;
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